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Fig. 10-17 A section of the adrenal gland extend-
ing from the capsule to include the cortex and the
outer third or so of the medulla.

The functions of the adrenal medulla. Over 50 years ago
(1894) two physiologists in Edinburgh (Professor Schafer and
Dr. Oliver) showed that an extract of the adrenal medulla
caused a pronounced rise in blood pressure when injected sub-
cutaneously or intravenously. The active principle of the ex-
tract was later isolated in pure crystalline form and finally syn-